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Minutes of the Virtual Meeting on Disallowances of IUFRs of SPMGs 
 

Present: 
 

Representing National Mission for Clean Ganga: 
 

1. Executive Director (Finance), in the Chair 
2. Mr. B. C. S. Baliga, Senior Financial Management Specialist 
3. Mr. Manan Mudgal, Financial Management Specialist 

 

Representing State Program Management Groups: 
 

4. Mr. Pradeep Bhatt, Uttarakhand 
5. Ms. Priya Agarwal, Uttar Pradesh 
6. Mr. Shravan Prasad Gupta, Jharkhand 
7. Mr. Jaiprakash Agarwal, Bihar 
8. Mr. Jena, West Bengal 

 

Minutes: 
 

The virtual meeting commenced at 3:00 PM on Monday, 13/9/2021, with ED (Finance) in 
the chair. ED (Finance) apprised the participants of the reasons for convening the meeting. 
He informed that the Certification Audit Reports of the State Program Management Groups 
(SPMGs) furnished by the respective offices of the Accountants General (AGs) of the States 
have disallowed substantial amounts from the Interim Unaudited Financial Returns (IUFRs) 
submitted by the SPMGs during the last few years. As the National Ganga River Basin 
Project is coming to end on 30/12/2021, there is urgency in getting these disallowed 
amounts certified from respective AGs so that Government of India will not be required to 
refund a substantial amount to World Bank as disallowed amount.  
 

2. ED (Finance) further apprised that this matter was discussed in a recent mission meeting 
of the World Bank wherein it was informed that the major chunk of the disallowed amount 
is the centage recovered by Executing Agencies (EAs) for which the required supporting 
documents / calculations furnished by EAs, if any, were not shown to the audit teams of 
AGs. There are also a few cases wherein the expenditures have been incurred by EAs / 
SPMGs but supporting Utilization Certificates (UCs) were not shown to the audit teams of 
AGs. He informed that all supporting documents in respect of these cases may be submitted 
to respective AGs without any further delay and get the disallowed amounts certified 
promptly. He apprised that the World Bank has prescribed the deadline of 15 October for 
submission of these revised certificates to World Bank to enable World Bank to remove these 
disallowances. He advised SPMGs to strictly adhere to this deadline. ED (Finance) then 
invited the representatives of SPMGs to apprise their respective positions. 
 

3. Mr. Pradeep Bhat of SPMG Uttarakhand (SPMGUK) apprised that the cumulative 
disallowance in respect of SPMGUK is Rs.4.97 crore comprising Rs.3.85 crore disallowed on 
account of UC not being shown and Rs.0.92 crore in respect of centages. He informed that 
SPMGUK is in the process of getting these expenses certified and will furnish the revised 
audit certificates well before the deadline date of 15/10/2021. Ms. Priya Agarwal of SPMG 
Uttar Pradesh (SPMGUP) apprised that AG has disallowed substantial amount paid towards 
labour cess. She informed that SPMGUP had received a letter from the National Mission for 
Clean Ganga (NMCG) that payment of labour cess is not a permissible expenditure. She was 
advised to share a copy of this letter with the Finance Unit of NMCG. 
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4. Mr. Jaiprakash Agarwal of SPMG Bihar (SPMGB) apprised that the Government of Bihar 
bears that entire cost of centage and the SPMGB has not claimed any centage in the IUFRs. 
The disallowed amount comprise payments made to contractors of Buxar & Begusarai 
Projects after the end of the project period without getting the project period extended and 
the payments made in settlement of hotel bills of NMCG officers visiting Bihar. In respect of 
hotel bills of NMCG officers, AG requires certificates to be obtained from respective officers 
that they have not claimed reimbursement of these amounts from NMCG for ensuring that 
there are no double payments. Mr. Jaiprakash Agarwal was advised to obtain these 
certificates without any further delay. 
 

5. Mr. Sravan Prasad Gupta of SPMG Jharkhand (SPMGJH) apprised that the audit team has 
included the institutional development expenses in the project costs of projects funded by 
World Bank which has resulted in the expenditure of the Sahibganj Project exceeding the 
AA&ES cost. Mr. Gupta was advised to apprise AG that there is a separate & distinct 
allocation for institutional development expenditure. He was further advised to arrange a 
teleconference / videoconference of concerned officers of the office of AG with the officers 
of the Finance Unit of NMCG, if required. Mr. Jena of SPMG West Bengal apprised that AG 
has disallowed the salary paid to an Executive Assistant on the ground that there is no 
provision for such a position in the NGRBA Program Framework. ED (Finance) advised 
NMCG officers present to examine this matter. 
 

6. Summing up ED (Finance) advised all the participants to get the disallowed amounts 
certified by the deadline date. He assured that he will be available for consultation 
whenever required. He also advised the participants to take steps to ensure that the 
certificate audit for FY2020-21 will be completed and audit certificates furnished latest by 
30/9/2021. He informed that he will review the progress on the issues discussed in this 
meeting in the next meeting tentatively scheduled for Friday, 17/9/2021. 
 

***** 


